Cover photograph: Salt marshes along the Louisiana coastline were extensively oiled following the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the northern Gulf of Mexico, which remains the largest marine oil spill to affect the United States. This image, taken a year later, reveals the persistence of weathered oil residues within marsh soils and sediments and the influence of oiling on vegetation, like the cordgrass Spartina alterniflora. Because oiling levels, plant community shifts, and frequency of riverine input explain major changes in bacterial diversity through time, the study of sediment bacterial communities provides key information about marsh ecosystem response to the oil spill. (Photo by A. S. Engel.) (See related article at e00784-17.) 
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